PCS a : 
COMPASSIONATE ADDRESS 


— 


A 


| ro THE 
CHR 18571 AN WORLD. 


＋ bf VIDE INTO 
FIVE SECTIONS; 
| ** — | ; 
VIZ. 1 
x. SPRIOUS CONSIDERATIONS.j14. SELF-EXAMINATION, deri · 
2. SELF-EXAMINATION, deri- ved from the Ten Com- 
ved from the Creed. mandments. | 


J. SELF-EXAMINATION, deri- 5. ENQUIRIES relating to the 
ved from the Lord's Prayer. GOSPEL 6f CHRIST 


-” 


. | £7 2 = 5 

Wixcept ye repent all porifhy Lake tilt; 3— 5 "mY 
Dec ; , e Xitt, 3.,m—\ re ye nat 

. Larry 1 f oof ate, and broad is the way —4 leadeth to 

deſtruction, and many tb. which go in tbercat. Becauſe ftrait is 

tbe gate, and narr the nvay which leadeth unto life, and few there 

be that find it, Mats vii. 13, 14.-—By the works of the lazv ſhall 

na, flaſh be Men DN is the end of the lau for 

—— 1 bo every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4.— am man 

be in Chriſt, beviss new creature," 2 Cor. v. 17,—Exomine your 
ſelves whether ye be in the faith, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 


Lo 
Rx * — 


i 


i 
. 


nd 


% ** 4 

? * 
ts 4 — mom————_ 
, * . R 

. 1 

YORK: 
{PRINTED BY AND FOR r. WILSON AND 
* R. SPENCE, HIGH-OUSEGATEs 


Mo : Am 1788: 


1 > 
ec Pe A SL 
$175 122 A &/ - 


AD VERTISEMENT. 


THIS book is written with ſuch a tender 
and truly Chriſtian concern for the ſouls of 
mankind, and is ſo extremely well adapted to 
zhe capacities and circumſtances of the poorer 
part, that ſome particular gentlemen at one time 
| purchaſed five thouſand of them to diſperſe a- 
mong the poor and many thouſands of them 
have been likewiſe given away by other piouſiy 


diſpefed perſons. 


\ 


READER, 


TF you receive any benefit Nom this Hittle 
book, give God the glory, and lend it to your 
neighbours for their good: Neither think it too 
much trouble to aſſiſt thoſe in the uſe of it who 
cannot read. themſetves. 
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COMPASSIONATE ADDRESS 
10 THE | 
CHRISTIAN WORLD. 


EAR immortal Soul! will you permit a friend of yours 

to ſpeak to you a little about your higheſt and ever- 
la:ting concerns? It may be no body has ſpoken to you a- 
bout them a great while; and I fear you will not mind them, 
without being earneſtly and frequently ſpoke to: And is it 
not pity, that-you ſhould fit ſill and negleR a great ſalvation 
and glorious eternity? Eternity! did I ſay? Who can men- 
tion eternity without admiration, and fear, and trembling ? Is 
it not ten thouſand pities, that for want of knowledge, and 
wiſdom, and care, you ſhould loſe the time of life, and loſe 
x day of grace, my plunge yourſelves into eternal deſtruc- 
tion ! Who can bear the thoughts of it ? Who can chooſe but 
ſigh and weep, to think, that thouſands and thouſands, that 
now live merry and jocund in a careleſs world, will ere long 
be turned into hell with all them that forget God, and obey 
not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 2 The/. i. 8. 
O that mine eyes were fountains of water, to run down 
day and night, for the multitude of ignorant, profane, un- 


' godly fouls that dwell in our land! Whatcrowds of them are 


every where to be found? How are our cities, countries, and 
families filled with looſe, wanton, and hardened finners, that 
will not hear, and will not learn the things that belong to 


their endleſs peace? How many families live without reli- 


gion, and without the word or worſhip of God, and mind 
nothing but the world, and vanity, and fin, from one week's 
end to the other? What numbers are there of wicked ſouls 
that live in rioting and drunkenneſs, in chambering and wan- 
tonneſs, in hatred, and ftrife, and envy, in curſing and ſwear- 
ing, and uncleanneſs, and never conſider what the dreadful 
end of all this fin will be? How many thouſands are there 

that live without conſcientious hearing and reading the word 
and will of God, without ſerious prayer to God, - without 
folemn thoughts, —— there be a God to be worſlupped. 
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or no ?—or whether there be a Mediator between God and 
man or no ?—or what the Mediator is, or where he is, or 
what he is doing? Ah, poor periſhing mortals ! what will 
become of you? where will you in a little time appear, if 
this courſe hold? Give a friend, yet a ſtranger, leave to 
bemoan and bewail your woful condition! O ſad day! that 


brought you into the world; if in ſuch a condition you ſhould | 


go out of it. Wo to you that ever you were born! if you 
put not on wiſdom, repentance, and holineſs before you die ! 
I beſeech you, open your eyes and ears! hear the word 
and truth of God, and ſee the things that he hath revealed. 
Behold the love and compaſſion of the bleſſed God ! Behold 
the mercies and graces of the Son of God! Behold the glo- 
ries of heaven, and the ſorrows of hell! Behold the endlef 
life and endleſs death that God hath ſet before you. 
O ! the ſtupidity and deadneſs of worldly ſenſual fouls ! How 
grieved and pained am I for you! Grieved to think of the 
Joys that you forfeit and ſcorn ; pained to think of the helliſh 
anguiſh and woes that you are running mto: And will you 
not pity yourſelves! Have you no concern for your own 
welfare, or for the deliverance of yourſelves from eternal 
wrath and ruin! Alas! would you have God to ſave you a- 


gainit your wills, or bring you to that heaven that you will. 


not like, or love, or ſeek! O, that I could help you to ſee 
your caſe ! and that I could do ſomething to pull you as 
brands out of the fire. Alas! how does your deſtruction 
haſten ; and though you ſleep and dream away your life and 
time, your damnation flumbers not, 2 Pet. it. 3. What will you 


do wuen God ſhall ſay of you, It is a people of no underſtand 


ing; they will not underſtand the things that belong to their 


« own peace and ſalvation: and ug th he that made them will 
a 


nat have mercy on them; and he that formed them will ſhow 
them no favour, Ia. xxvii. 11. | | 

Ah, wretched finners! do you confider this ?—Who will 
fave you, or can ſave you, if he that made you will not ? will 
any one ſhow you favour, if he that formed you will not do 
it? Whoſe power is greater than his? and whoſe goodneſs 
and mercy is greater than his? whoſe bowels of compaſſion 
are more tender than his ? And will the time come when he 
will ſhow you no mercy and no favour ?—O dreadful! what 
will you do when the great day of his wrath is come? where 
will you hide in the Go of his ſevereſt indignation? How 
can you bear that wrath that breaketh the mountains in pie · 
ces, and burns down to the loweſt hell! - | 


| 
| 
| 


3 K am 

How ſhall I beſpeak you ! how ſhall I pour out my love to 
you, my concern for you, and my lamentations over you! 
O that you were wiſe ! wiſe for eternity and for ſalvation. 


' 


Come, ſit down, and let us reaſon together: What are you 


doing? and what have you been doing ſince you were born? 


what fort of heart and life have you? what fpirit are 


you of?. whither are you going ? what will be the end of 


theſe things? what ſort of world do you think to appear in 


next? where will your abode be for ever and ever? Ah, - 


poor wretches ! do you think to eat and drink away the time 
of life ; to {le trifle away the faireft ſeaſons that God 


lends you, and then conclude that all will be well, and God 


and heaven will be yours at laſt !==Deſperate deluſion! what 
ſin or luſt, what villain or devil put it into your minds! Ne- 


ver believe it, that without faith or repentance, and holineſs, 


you ſhall ever ſee God or enjoy the W x" of the bleſſed ; 
Heb. xi. 6. Luke xii. 3. Heb. xii. 14. O, that you would be 
reconciled to wiſdom; to that wiſdom that the word of God 
will teach you; that you would be reconciled to true ſeriouſ- 


neſs and Godlineſs! Rouſe up your reaſon, and ſenſe, and 
judgment; apply to ſomething good, and heavenly, and di- 
vine! For your ſoul's ſake; for the ſake of your eternal 


welfare and _— let me beg you to think a little, and 


ponder on ſuch things as theſe. 


Srcr. I. Serious ConstDERATIONS. 


1. BETHINK ye what ye are. What! know you not 
your ownſelves? Are you ſo intent upon things without, 
that ye can never look within, nor conſider your own be- 


ings ? Are ye not curious, excellent creatures? do you 
not ſee a great variety of creatures lower than you, and 
for your uſe and ſervice? what elſe are the birds of the air, 
the beaſts of the field, and the fiſh of the ſea and the rivers ? 


Are you not much better than they ? furniſhed with greater. 


excellencies and s And who made you to differ? who 
gave you more — * and judgment and conſcience? 
who put the ſheep and oxen, and other cattle in ſubjeCtion to 
you? was it not ſome great Creator and Diſpoſer of all things? 
was it not ſome great Lord that is good to man, and pre- 
pared him a well-furniſhed world to dwell in, who made theſe 
curious bodies and excellent ſouls? theſe bodies of ſuch 

_ and of ſo many parts and veſſels? who made this head 
and brain, that thus . the body and guides the mo» 
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Fons of it? who made the ſtomach to receive the food and 
digeſt it, to nouriſh the whole body? who made the lungs 
to breathe and blow, and the heart to receive the blood and 
pour it out again into all the members and the limbs ? Haw 
wonderfully are you made ! Who formed this ſoul, that gives 
life and motion to the body? that knows, judges, and re- 
members ? that 1s capable of noble ſervices, and of great joys 
and miſeries? O fooliſh, unthankful mankind ! that fo for- 
ts itſelf, its original, and Creator. Alas! how ſtupid and 
py have you been all this while? how have ye loſt your 
thoughts, and minds, and ſouls, amidſt the cares, and vices, 
and noiſe of the world? and how dead and loſt have you been 
_ Maker, and to all the love and ſervice that you owe 

tap - | 

2 Confider who God is ! How high and great and glorious 
he is that made you, and ordained all theſe things! he is in- 
deed the high and lofty One, that inhabits eternity: So great 
and vaſt is he, that the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
him. So bright and glorious is he, that the pureſt, brighteſt 
angels cover their faces before him! Look up to the hea- 
vens and conſider the wiſdom and power that ſhines there ! 
what wonderful wiſdom and power was that which made 
this firmament and ſky which hang over our heads? that made 
this glorious ſun that ſhines by day, that made all theſe thou- 
ſands of ſtars that look down upon us at night! look round 
about you upon the earth, and ſee the wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs that dwells there! What riches and ſtores are 
there? graſs and herbs for the cattle ; beaſts, birds, and 
cattle for men; ſeas and rivers to water the earth! / O that 
% men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs and for his 
„% wonderful works to the children of men! How great 
and good is that God that thus made and ordered all theſe. 
„things!“ “ How great is his goodneſs, and how great 
«© is his bounty, and how great is his holineſs his 
4 power!“ And then how great is his love and favour, and 
alſo how is his juſtice, and wrath, and indignation ! 
Il ho would not fear and glorify him! How ſad is it that your 
hearts are turned away from God! that you have no more 
delight in him, or deſire after him! how fad is it that you 
ſhould live ſo ſtrange to that God who only can make this 
world a comfort to you, and who alone can make you eter- 
nally happy! | 

3. Think what the law of God is ! The rule that he hath. 


given you to act and live by! Has God made you ft to 
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guide and govern yourſelves? And do you think he has gi- 
ven no laws to command, to direct you? Does he not juſtly 
expect honour and worſhip. from you? and has he not taught 
you how to worſhip him; does your conſcience never ac- 
cuſe you for having broken the law of God? do not you 
find the laws and commands of God in your Bible? are not 
the chief of them ſummed up in ten heads, or ten command- 
ments? and ſummed up ſo, that you may the more eaſily: 
remember them and think upon them? Yet when did you 


learn or ſtudy the law of God? when did you think of the 


things that are commanded or forbidden. there? when did 

you and that God's law 15 exceeding broad? that it reaches 
the mind, and thoughts, and conſcience, and judges the ſe- 
crets of the heart! Alas! how little have you loved your 
duty and obedience to God. Do you think God has for- 
gotten his laws as much as you have? and that he will ne- 
ver call you to an account for your ignorance, ſtubbornneſs, 
and diſobedience to them; conſider, that the Judge of all 
the earth will maintain his law, and will do right. 

4. Conſider what fin is. It is your unſuitableneſs and con- 
tradition to the law of God; your diſagreement and diſo- 
bedience to God's good, and holy, and ſpiritual law : And 
if treaſon and rebellion againſt an earthly king deſerves 
death; what muſt be the wages of treaſon and rebellion. 
2 the holy God? What! will you bid defiance to the 

ajeſty of Heaven? will you ſcorn his wiſdom, and good - 
neſs, and power? — What] will you trample upon his mer- 
Cy, and patience, and love ? will you dare his — — 
and provoke him to his face Poor ſouls ! think what you 
are doing: Do you think God will not hate ſin, and that he 
will ar, revenged on all the workers of iniquity ? How 
much evil and gwlt is there in one fin! — how much 
more in a whole life of ſin! and how much more if you live 
and die in ſin without repentance 

5. Conſider what conſcience it. It will make you ſome 
time or other conſider; it will not always be choked and 
filenced. Have you no conſcience ! would you have the world 


to know you have none? How fit are you then to be turned 
out of the world? Have you no inward ſhame for any thing 


you ſay or do? can you lie without conſcience ? have you 
no fear of God, no reflection on yourſelves, no regard to the 
law. of God? can you contentedly commit adultery and 
whoredom, or cheat or ſteal, or break the Sabbath, or ſwear, 


or get drunk, or fall into paſſions? what hearts have you! 
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how unfit to live among mankind ?—Does conſcience never 


accuſe yo? If you have no conſcience, how much worſe” 


are you than the brutes ! and that becauſe you are likely 
to do much worſe miſchief,—1f you have a conſcience, what 
is the language and meaning of it? Does it not tell you, 
that there 1s a holy and terrible God? that you have of-- 
fended him, and want to be reconciled and to be at peace 
with God? does it not tell you, that you have ſouls to be 
faved, and work to be done for eternity? does it not tell 
you, that death is coming, and you are unready, and know 
not what will become of you for ever? Did you never feel 
the pains and pangs of conſcience ? if ever you did, con- 
ſider how inraged and pained it would be, if God ſhould 
open conſcience more, and ſet your fins in order before your 
eyes, and make you feel the weight of them! what a pained, 
troubled, reſtleſs conſcience would you then have! it would 
give you no reſt day nor night: it would be a conſtant tor- 
ture to you, and as a worm that never dies. O, ſtand in awe 
of your conſcience! fee that it be reconciled to God and 


purged from dead works, that you may comfortably ſerve 


the living God. 255 
6. See what a finful woful world you live in! If you did 


but know the law of God, you would fee it is a ſinful world, 


continually breaking God's laws; you would ſee how little of 
the fear and love of God dwells there; how little aim and 
deſign for God there is to be found; and that ſin and un- 

godlineſs every where reigns. Can we wonder then, that 
God is angry with ſuch a world as this, and that he ſends 
puniſhments, woes, and plagues? we find ſome complain 
of poverty and wants; ſome of ſickneſs and pains ; others of 
ſhame and reproaches : Some are wronged and oppreſſed; 


almoſt all have their croſſes, diſappointments, and vexations, 
in one kind or other; and death at laſt infallibly comes and 


cuts down all. And ſhould we be fond of ſuch a world as 
this? a failing, withering world! a vain, vexatious, dying 
world ! Will ye not ſeek a better world than this? will ye 
ſell your ſouls for this ? what ſhall it profit you to gain ſuch 
a world as this, and then loſe your own ſouls, and perifh for 
ever? Mark viii. 36, 37, O! what need have you to be 


ſaved from this preſent evil world, and to ſet your hearts, and | 


hopes, and expectations upon a better! 


7. Conſider what religion is, The way of ſerving and 


— God. Conſider what the Chriſtian — — is; 
hat way of ſerving and pleaſing God which is eſtabliſſied 


” _— . 
* . 
_ i. 


. 

in and by Jeſus Chriſt, and which is taught to the world by 
him, is contained in the Bible. Do you take care to 
learn your religion from thence ; or have you no religion? 
If you have none, are you not hypocrites ?-for do you not 
rofeſs ſome religion or other? If you have no religion, 
ure you have no conſcience ; and if no conſcience, ſure no 
reaſon nor judgment, but live like ſilly beaſts. If you have 
any religion, where is it? from-whence do ye learn it? From 
the cuſtoms and commandments of men? from your parents 
and education ?—Alas ! are cuſtoms always good ? 1s edu- 
cation always agreeable to the word of Chriſt?—Do you 
pretend to be Chriſtians, and yet not know what Chriſtiani- 
ty is, and what it means! Are ye ſtrangers to the religion 
ou pretend to be of, and by which you hope to be ſaved ? 
Do you think that a rehgion you do not underſtand will do 
you any good; or that it is enough to have the name, and 
make a noiſe about religion, when you have none of the 
power and practice? How eaſily do poor ſinners delude there 
own ſouls, and cheat them into eternal darkneſs ! | 
8. Bethink yourſelves who the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ! Hows 
oft do you ſpeak of him, and yet not know him or think of 
him ? What know ye not Chriſt? Is he the Head and Au- 
thor of your religion, and yet not know him ? Are you called 
by his name—called Chriſtians! and yet not know who 
Jeſus Chriſt is? What do you think of him; is he God or: 
man, or both? what are his excellencies? or has he none 
in your eyes? what do you think of his perfon, of his office, 
work, and deſign ? what do you think of his putting on our 


nature, and coming into our world? what do you know of 


his life and death, of his miracles, and righteouſneſs, and 
and ſpirit? what do you know of his dying for our.ſins, and. 
for our redemption ; of his riſing from the dead, and going 
up into heaven, and ſending down his Holy Spirit to convert 
and ſanctify the world unto himſelf? what do yau know of 
his reigning and interceding in heaven, and of his deſigning: 
to come again to judge this whole world —0 blind ne- 

ectors of your own ſouls, that will not know aud remem- 

er him that came to redeem and fave you! how will ye look 
him in the face when he comes again! 

9. Confider what the Bible is, The book that God has 
ſent you, to teach you the way to heaven and happineſs, and 
himſelf; The book that is to make you good and wiſe, yea 
wiſe for ſalvation :. The bock that contains the law of God 
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and goſpel of Chriſt ; the law of God, and what he com- 


mands you a3 your duty, and obedience, and thankfulneſs: 


to him; the goſpel of Chriſt, and the way in which you 


are to be pardoned, and ſaved, and accepted with God. 
There you are told what God has done in the creation, 
reins, redemption, and government of the world : 

here you are told how God dealt with man, when he had 


made him good and happy: There you are told what God 


has done in ſending his Son for the redemption of the 
world; and what the Son of God has done to redeem and 
recover loſt ſinners to God: There you learn how holy” 
men have walked with God, and have been loved and bleſſed 
by him; and how evil men have offended him, and have 
been curſed and puniſhed by him : There you are taught 
how'to believe, and repent, andobey, and overeome the 


world, and be eternally happy and bleſſed. O bleſſed book! 


how is it ſlighted and deſpiſed: O wicked world! that will 
not value, and ſtudy, and learn the book of God; the word 
af truth, and word of falvation : O the patience of God ! 
that ſo bears with the world, that diſre I and forſakes his 
1 will and grace diſcovered to periſhing 
mankind. | 


10. Confider what converſion, repentances and regeneration” 
are. It may be you have often heard the names, but little 


know the things: Do ye know what it is to be converted 
unto God? Do you know what that repentance is that 
ſets your heart againſt ſin, and ſets it towards God ?. Do ye 
Enow what it is to be new-born, or born from above ? or 
to have a heart and mind renewed by the ſpirit of God? 
Know ye not that you have need that a great change ſhould 
be made upon your hearts and conſciences, before you can 
be fit to enter into heaven 7 See you not that you muſt be 
mightily alteted in temper and ſpirit, before you can be ſo 
holy as ſome others are; and before you can love God and 


Chriſt with all your mind, and might, and ſtrength ? Do. 


you not perceive how vain and fooliſh, how carnal, and 
worldly, and corrupt you are? Do you not ſee that you 
have need to be new creatures,. to have' new hearts, new 


ſpirits, new affections, that you may be ſuch as the word of 


God requires, and ſuch as may be prepared for death, and 


_ appearing before God !—How long will you continue in 
your ſins ? in the love and practice of fin !——How long will 
ye live enemies aud ſtrangers to God, without converlation 


* 
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or real turning to the living God! Turn ye ! turn ye ! Why 
guill ye die? 

11. Confider what miniſters are, and what they are for. 
Are they not to be ambaſſadors for God, and to intreat you 
w return and be reconctled to God? Are they not ordained 

| and appointed to teach you the way to God, and life, and 
heaven! and will you not hear them.! will you not learn 
and receive from them the preaching and inſtruction that is 
for your good, and the peace of your ſouls ! 
| 12. Bethink.ye what baptiſm is. Do you live ina Chriſti. 
f an land? and have you been baptized ? and know ye net 
| what baptiſm is? Know ye not that ye were ſigned and ſeal- 
| 
' 


ed with water? ſigned for God's ſervants, and ſealed in 
covenant with him: Was not water applied to you, to tell 
you that now you muſt be pure and clean, purged from all 
| filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear 
| of God ? You were baptized into the name of the Father, 
to oblige you to love the Father, and to be faithful in all 
obedience to him : You were baptized in the name of the 
Son, to oblige you to chooſe the Son for your Redeemer and 
| Saviour, and to 'be followers of him to the death : Yau 
ö were baptized into the name of the Holy Ghoſt, to oblige 
you to accept the Holy Ghoſt for your guide and ſanctifier, 
and to give up yourſelves to his ſanctifing operations: And 
have you forgot and neglected all this O perverſe Souls 
will nothing tie you to God ? will no bonds be ſtrong 
enough to ſecure you to him? How fad 1s it, that ſo many 
tho s that have been baptized to God and Chriſt, ſhould 
be ſlaves to fin, and led captive by the devil! and that bap- 
tized ones, thoſe that have 'been givep up to the Father, 
and to the bleſſed Son, and to the Holy Spar, ſhould at 
Jaſt-be found among the devils, and doomed to their flames 
and deſtruction ! | 
13. Think what the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper is. Per- 
| haps you have never received it in all your life, but have 
| wickedly ſlighted and turned your back on this holy feaſt 
|  - that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has prepared for your ſoul ; or 
at leaſt if you have received it, has it not been after a formal 
cuſtomary manner; without a deep fenſe of your nced of 
the benefits it was inſtituted to convey ? Confider then, that 
the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper was ordained by Chriſt 
| himſelf in rememberance of his moſt precions death and 
paſſion. Conſider, that the bread broken, and the wine pour- 
| ed out, do ſet forth This body pierced, and his blood ſhed 
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For ſinners: and chat as the natural life of the body is ſtrength- 
ened and ſupported by bread and wine; ſo the ſpiritual life 
of the ſoul, in believers, is ſtrengthened and ſupported by 
the body and blood of Chriſt. Confeder further, that this ſa- 
crament (as well as that of * r is a pledge and ſeal of 


the new-covenant bleſſings and promiſes to all Chriſt's faith- 
ful people; and ought to be humbly, reverently, and thank- 
fully received by — | 

14. Think what death is! Think on it for it is coming 
apace; it is well if it does not come and ſeize you before you 
have well thought of it. Will it not come and divide your 
ſoul from the body ? will it not come and cut down the 
body, and lay it in the cold earth? O deluded, beſotted 
ſinners! that will not think of that which will be here ſa 
fhortly. Who has bewitched you, that you ſhould not pre- 
pare for ſuch a meſſenger, that 1s coming to carry you into 
another world ! how ſhould I weep over dying mortals, 
that will not think whither they are going ! O wicked 
tempting world ! that will not ſuffer men to look and pre- 
pare for death, O cruel fin and fleſh ! that lull fouls aſle ep, 
till they are landed in endleſs darkneſs and deſpair. Dear 
Friends awake! rouſe up ſenſe and reaſon, and b«think 
you where you will be in a little while ! How many fanerals 
do we ſee, and how many mourners go about the ſtreets In 
how few days muſt your faces be changed, your eyes and lips 
be cloſed, this warm and walking body ſtretched out 15 a cold 
{tiff corps, and ſo confined up in a coffin, and laid down in a 
dark grave out of ſight! And will you then be proud, and 
vain, and frothy, ard gay, and worldly as you are now ! 
Dear brethren, think of death ! and make all wiſe and holy 
preparations for it. | | 

15. Think what heaven is. But who can tell the joys and 
pleaſures that are there! O that you would be willing to go 
and ſee, and feel them there! how ſhall I adjure you to be 
in good earneſt for heaven! Then you will find at laſt, that 
it was well worth all your pains and care. There is the foun- 
tain, and all the ſprings of life and peace and bliſs : 1 


dwells the eternal God, in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy 
for evermore : There dwells the Lord Jeſus, who wil! fill 
you with happineſs by the light of his countenance : There 
dwell the happy angels, and there the holy ſouls that ae gone 
from the world, and are now made perfect, and will make 
you joyful. If all this will not make you ſtrive for hea en, in 
good truth, you deſerve never to come thuther. Shall heaven, 
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and all its inhabitants be deſpiſed by you! Beware how you 
thus forſake your own mercy ! | 

16, Confer what hell is. Conſider, that you may not come 
there. God makeyouwilling to eſcape theſe torments ! what 
tongue can tell, or heart conceive the ſharpneſs, and ſeveri 
and length of them! There is the abode of the devils, and 
damned ſpirits, that are hated and curſed by the holy God: 
And how great is the power of his wrath, and the weight of 
his fury ! How dreadful, doleful, and terrible, muſt his juſtice 
and mdignation and revenge be! The worm is there that 
will never die ! the fire is there that will never be quenched, 
Mark ix. 46. ; the lake of burning brimſtone, that flames 
and torments for ever and ever! Cries and howling are 
are there night and day! there weeping and wailing, and 
gnaſhing of teeth, Mar. xiii. 42.; there pains and ſtings of 
conſcience; there horror, anguiſh, confuſion, and deſpair ! 
Lord, ever iave us from that place of torment ! make us will- 
ing to be and to do all iat is nee dful to fave Us from the wrath 
to come! Sir down, poor mortals, and bethink ye, what it 
ye ſhould be nell before this month is ended! how incon- 
ceivably ſad wil! your cafe be to all eternity! and why not 
you as well as thouſands that are there already, and thouiands 
more that will come there hereafter ? What do ye more than 
others? How little care do ye take io prevent damnation? 
Awake, all you that have ſouls to be faved ! for God's fake, 
for thoſe precious dear fouls ſakes, have a care of running 
into the woes and flames of hell. 

17. Confider, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, confider the 
day of judgment. The day when all mankind mutt be doom- 
ed to their eterral Rate and abode. O bleſſed day! O dole- 
ful day ! the moſt bleſſed that ever came to ſome; the moit 
doleful that ever was to others. Who can tell the ſorrows 
or joys of that day ! A day, which one would think, 
ſhould contmually ieep the world in awe. How will you 
guilty ſinners look the judge in the face! How will ye do, 
when the archangel's voice and trampet ſhall open your 
graves, and ſtartle you there, and draw you torth to appear 
before all the world! How will ye be able to behold, all 
that company! How will your conſciences then bear you 
out! How will you endure to have your names called over, 
your accounts called, your talents of time, and hcly means 
and mercies reckoned for? What account can you give of 
what you have been doing in the body, ever ſince you were 


born? How will you bear the Judge's voice, and the eternal 
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ſentence he will pronounce, ye that forget that day! ye that 
will_not remember that the Lord is coming to judge the 
world in righteouſneſs ! 

Now, beloved brethren, will you think. a little on theſe 
things? are they not things fit and worthy to be thought 
of? will not the meditation of them do you good? will it 
not tend to make you better and wiſer, more fit for death 
and a better world ? 'The Lord help you to underſtand, and 
love the things of your peace. 

What knowledge have you got? Is it not very ſmall, and 
lame, and hfeleſs : Does it ſet you upon the love of God, 
upon praying to him, and keeping his commandments ? If 
it does not, what is it good for? will ſuch a knowledge or 
ſuch a faith ſave you? It may be, you ſometimes repeat 
the Creed (or the Belief) and the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 


Commanaments; and do you underſtand them, and love the 


truths, and requeſts, and duties contained there? Can your 
minds go along with the words? or do you ſay them by 
rote, as parrots, without knowing the meaning? Give me 
leave to examine you in theſe things a little; let me help 
you to look into your own hearts, and ſee what knowledge 
or darkneſs is there, what evil or what goodneſs is there; 
let each of you then, that reads this book ſeriouſly and honeſt- 
ly examine yourſelves upon theſe three parts of Chriſtianity, 
thus, 


SecCT. II. SELT-EXAMINATION DERIVED FROM THE 
CEE. 


i. 1 DELIEFE in God the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. Do] believe there is a God? How much 
- Atheiſm dwells in my heart ? How little have I lived as if 
I did believe that there is a God! How ready have I been 
to fay in my fooliſh heart, there is no God; or elſe to wiſh 
that there was no God ! How loath am I that there ſhould 
be a God! loath to be troubled with religion and godli-. 
neſs! How glad ſhould I be, if I might live as I liſt, and 
not be called upon to fear and worſhip God! Alas, how 
little have I known and believed the nature and glorious 
perfections of God, his purity, light, wiſdom, power, and 
love? How little have I confidered, that he is the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that he is Father of angels 
and men, by making them ſo lie himſelf ; that he is al- 
mighty, and can do whatever he pleaſes ; that he is maker 
of this wide and beautiful world that we ſee? How oft 
have I ſeen the heavens, and never thought on him that 
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made them? Seen the ſun, and moon, and ftars, and never 
thought on that wiſdom and might that framed them and 
placed them there? How oft have I ſeen the earth and ſeas, 
the mountains and rivers, and never thought on the great 
Creator? How oft have I ſeen the meadows covered with 
the graſs, the fields with corn and grain, and never remem- 
bred that good God who made all theſe Things? How oft 
have I ſeen the beaſts and cattle, the flocks and herds, and 
not conſi who made them, or whether they were once 
made or no, or who gave them into the poſſeſſion of men ? 
If I have believed theſc things, how vain and ineffectual, 
how dead and unthankful, has all my Faith been ? 

2. And in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary. When 
did I conſider all this, and endeavour to nd it? Dol 
really believe that there was ſuch a perſon in the world, as 
Jeſus Chrift ? that about ſeventeen hundred years ago, he 
lived in the Jews? country, called Canaan ; that there he 
was born, particularly at a town called Bethlehem ? that 
there he preached and did abundance of mighty miracles, 
went up and down doing good, inſtructing ſinners, and 
ſaving ſouls ? Do I believe that he is the Son of God in 
fuch a manner as no other men are, that he is the eternal 
Son of God ; that he is the eternal Word and Wiſdom of - 
the Father, and with him the maker of all things that are 
made ; that he is therefore Lord and Heir of all things ; 
equal to the Father in every divine perfection and attribute? 
Have I believed that this bleſſed Son of God, for us and 
our redemption, took on him our nature, was united to ſuch 
a rational ſoul as we have, and to ſuch a body of fleſh, and 
blood, and bones as we have? Do I believe therefore, that 
he is both God and Man in two diſtinct natures and yet one 
Perſon, one Redeemer? Have I conſidered, that he is juſtly 
called JExs us, that is Saviour, becauſe he muſt and will {ave 
his people from their fins ? Mas. i. 21.; and juſtly cated 
CHR15S! too, that is Anointed; becauſe he is appointed aud 
Prepared of God, to be the Saviour of the world ? and that 
eis the Mefliah, the great Diliverer that was of old pro- 
VF to the Church of the Feu? How great and ſtrange is 
it jo believe, that the human nature of Jeſus Chriſt was form- 
ed by the power of the Holy Ghoſt in the Virgin's womb |! that 
od wn conceived there, and fo that he was brought forth and 
n of a pure and holy virgin? Have I known, and pon- 


Ctred, and believed theſe * concerning Jeſus Chriſt? 
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3. Who fuffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, 


© and buried; and deſcended into hell. Have I believed this 
ſtrange, report? Have I conſidered the great compaſſion 


and love of the Son of God, who would forrow and ſuffer 
for us? Have I conſidered what he ſuffer'd, and for what 
he ſuffered, and how great his ſufferings were, and for 
what end, and uſe, and purpoſe ? He ſuffered all his life 
long ; was born to forrows and grief: He ſuffered from God, 
from men and devils: He ſuffered from private pertons and 
from the mmiſters and magiſtrates, — courts of juſtice; 
all were enemies to him who came to bear our ſins. ſuf- 
fered from the Jeaus, his own countrymen, and from the 
Gentiles that were ſtrangers to him; particularly he ſuf- 
tered under the government and in the court of Pontius 
Pilate, one that was a Roman, and was ſent by the emperor 
of Rome to be governor of the Jews, who were then under 
the power of the Romans This Pontius Pilate declared Jeſus 
Chriſt to be innocent, and yet delivered him to the Zexvs to 


be crucified, tobe nailed by his hands and feet to a croſs, and 


there to hang in pain, and hunger, and ſhame, till liſe could 
laſt no longer. A reproachful death this was, to hang with 


thieves between heaven and earth: A curſed death this was, 


ronounced accurſed by the law of God. And then, when 
e was dead, he was taken down from the croſs and laid in 
the grave. All this he endured for our redemption ; that he 
might redeem us from ſin, and death, and hell, and from 
the everhſting wrath and curſe of God, Gal. iii. 13. O 
how hard it is to believe this love and grace; that the Son 
of God ſhould ſuffer and bleed, and die for ſuch a poor 
worthleſs unthankful ſinner! Lord increaſe my knowledge 
- Jeſus Chriſt, and cf him crucified ! Lord increaſe my 
aith ! | 
4. The third day he roſe again from the dead. How great 


a piece of divine doctrine is this, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould . 


riſe again from the dead! that his Soul ſhould return from 


, paradiſe and be united to the body again, and enter with it 


upon an eternal life! How yu a confirmation 1s this, that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of God, was a light and 
teacher ſent of God, and fo was owned by him to be the 
Saviour of the world? O excellent truth! Is Chriſt riſen ? 
then he has conquered death, and will give his fervants the 


victory? Did he riſe from the dead the third day, that is, 


the third day from his death ? that muſt be the firit day of 
the week; for all the Jeu Sabbath (which was the ſeventh 
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day, and our Saturday) he lay in the grave. Did he riſe on 
the firſt day of the week? How honourable is that day! 
how pleaſant ſhould it be to me to think of our Saviour's 
reſurrection from the dead! | | 
G5. He aſcended up into heaven, and fitteth on the right hand 


of God, the Father Almighty. How highly is our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt exalted ! how high is he in the favour and love of 
God ! Is he gone to Heaven ? Alas, how little have I thought 
of the heaven to which he is gone ? How great and glorious 
15 the company there ? Surely there 1s one kind friend, 
ſince our Lord Jeſus is there! Is he at the right hand of 
God? How happy is he after all his ſufferings and ſorrows ? 
for at God's right hand are pleaſures for evermore. O that 
I could think of heaven more, ſince Jeſus Chriſt is there 
That I could fer my heart and affections on heaven, ſince 
the is there! Surely he will remember his ſervants, and 
ſpeak a word on the behalf of his beloved, fince he is ſet 
down at the right hand of God! E 
5. From thence he ſhall come to judge both the quick and 
the dead. Will Jeſus Chriſt come again; he that ſuffered, 
and was cructhed, and ſlain, will he come again? He that 
is ſet down at the right hand of God, will he come again 
to this world? Surely he has ſome great work to do; How 
#5 is it? to judge the whole world! O who is able for 
uch a work? who can remember the thoughts, and words, 
and deeds, that have been in the world from the beginning 
to the end of it! ho can know all mens hearts and deſigns, 
and aims? who can know all the thoughts and languages 


that have been in the world ? Who can tell all the men, 


and women, and children that have been in the world, and 
will be to the end of the world? All this does Jeſus Chrift 
know, or he cannot judge the world in righteouſneſs. Alas! 
how little do we think of this? How oft do we mutter ver 
this belief, without thinking and believing that Jeius Chriſt 
is coming to judge the world? What will become of the 


dead, when they ſhall be called to account? what will he- 


come of the quick, that is of thoſe that ſhall by found 


alive, when Jeſus Chriſt comes? what will they do, whes die 
earth ſhall quake under them; whey flames ſhalt fly round, 


about them; when the heavens ſhall open over cheir heads, 

and they ſhall fee the Son vi God come with all us angels, 

and with mighty power and great glory? Why is the world 

fo ſleepy and ſecure ? how little have ] believed tat Jay? 

how little fitted and prepare .i:ytelt tor it? What fail 1 do 
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then, and where ſhall I appear? in what condition ſhall I 
then be ? how ſhall I bear the Judge's face, and voice, and 
ſentence ? Lord teach me to prepare for that day ! 

7. I believe in the Holy Ghoſt. Did I ever bethink myſelf 
who the Holy Ghoſt is? if not, how can | profeſs to believe 
in him? have I heard and conſidered whether there be any 
Holy Ghoſt or no? If J have, who is he? ſurely he is one 
that is excellent and pure, fince he is called Hely ; one that 
is in himſelf invifible and immortal, fince he is called Gho/? 
or Spirit; one that is a perſon, ſince I muſt believe him and 

truſt him, anda divine perſon too, fince I muſt believe in him, 
for ſpiritual and everlaſting bleſſings ; muſt believe in him, 
as in God the father and the Lora Jeſus Chritt. Do I be- 
lieve the Holy Ghoſt, and the things he has revealed in his 
Scriptures ? For holy men of God ſpake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Do I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, and 
depend upon him for the work that he has to do; for the 
work of ſanctiſication, and malting me meet for heaven? 
Have I been bapt:zed in the name of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
Surely I ſhould remember my dedication to him, ſhould 
honour and ſerve him, as one to whom I have been devo- 
ted. But alas! how little have I remembered, and regarded 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Spirit of God. : 

8. The Holy Catholic Church. 1 have often heard of the 
Church, but what 1s it ? It is ſomething pure, and devoted 
10 God, for it is Holy. So, then, that which is not holy, ſeems 
not to belong to the church; and, then, they that are not 
holy, are not properly of the church. Alas! how many 
that call themſelves Chriſtians, are cut off from this church? 
and ſurely it is not in the compaſs of it a little narrow thing. 
It is Catholic, it is univerſal and general; it is not like the 
Fewihh church confined to one land, or country, or people; 
it is ſpread into divers nations and countries. So, then, it ſhould 
ſeem, thai all who are holy in any land or country belong to 
the church of God. What a goodly company is that? well may 

I believe, that there is ſuch a church as that, ſince God will 
have a ſeed to ſerve him; and Chriſt will ſee of the travail 
of his ſoul, and bring many ſons to glory. 

9. The communion of Saints. Who are theſe ſaints ? Are 
there any ſuch now in the world ? I ſometimes hear of popes 
making ſaints, and ſometimes I hear the name caſt _ 
people by way of contempt, as if they were not what they 
profefs to be, or as if it were ſcandalous to be a ſaint: And 
yet I muſt believe there are ſaints, and that there is a com- 
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munionof them. Frequent mention is made of them in Scrip- 
ture. Who then can they be? Can they be any other than true 
Chriſtians ! they that are holy, are ſaints, 'Then all the 
members of the holy Catholic Churcli are faints. Happy 
company that is made up of faints ! ſurely theſe ſhould 
hve and walk in communion ; they ſhould own one another 
. as members of the ſame body and church, and as belonging 

to the ſame lord and head : They ſhould love one another, 
reheve, and ſuccour, and pray for one another: Surely they 
ſhould help one another in the holy way to heaven, 

10. The forgiveneſs of ins. And will God indeed forgive 
ſins. How unwilling are men to forgive injuries done to 
them ? How glorious is God, who might demand the full 
puniſhment of our iniquities! Is there forgiveneſs with God? 
O how glad ſhould ſuch a poor ſinner be? one that is fo 
laden with corruption, and fin, and guilt ; one that has ſuch 
an evil, wicked heart and nature! one that is prone to 
unrighteouſneſs and to diſobedience, as the ſparks fly up- 
— ! one whoſe life has been fo idle and vain, A fir 
from the law and love of God ! and will God forgive me ? 
What need then have I to ariſe and go to him for his forgive- 
neſs? Wo to me, thatever I was born, if God will not for- 
give me, and pardon me! how ſhould I ſtudy, and ſeek 
his forgiveneſs, and ſtudy the way in which it may be found? 
Upon what ſcore will God forgive me ? How will his juſtice 
be cleared, and fatisfied, and glorified ? There is a Mediator 
with him, a great High Prieſt, that has preſented him with 
an atoning ſacrifice, and has poured out his ſoul an offer- 
ing for ſin ! This is the Son of God, who has by himſelf 
purged away our fin: And ſo we have redemption, even 
remiſſion, or forgiveneſs of our ſins thro his blood, Rom. 
ut. 25. O that I might now heartily repent of my fins, and 
turn from them to God, and embrace Jeius Chriſt the Sa- 
viour, and ſo go to God for his forgiveneſs of all my fins ! 

11. The 5 of the body. Mult this body be raiſed 
from the dead? What! when it has lain rotting divers 
years in the duſt; and when no man can tell where the 
parts of it are? O what vaſt knowledge muſt find them 
out? what mighty power muſt put them 1 and 
give them life? What! muſt all the graves be opened? 
muſt all mens? bodies be raiſed! what a vaſt number will 
they meet together! who believes this report? who ſtrives 
by all means to gain a happy reſurrection from the dead? 
O that 1 might mortify tlie luſts of the body! that I might 
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keep it chaſte, and pure, and clean, that it may have a 
bleſſed reſurrection! O that I could believe this article 
more, and live in the expectation of, and preparation for 
the reſurrection of this body. | 

12. And the life everlaſting. Amen. What! is there another 
life after this ? a life that is everlaſting, and will never end ? 
what does the fooliſh world think of? how inconceivable is 


an endleſs life? how inexpreſſible, ſhould it be ſpent in 
| torment ! though an endleſs life in torment is rather cal- 


led everlaſting death. How afraid am I to die, and yet 
how little do I fear everlaſting death! how negligent 
am I of everlaſting life ? what will it be to live for ever 
with the bleſſed God, and with the bleſſed Saviour, and 
with the bleſſed angels; with the holy Catholic Church, 
when it ſhall be made a bleſſed communion ? what a 
life will this be! O that I had all this while more be- 
lieved this everlaſting life! bleſſed God, evermore teach 
me the way to it. Amer. 

Thus, brethren, have you conſidered how you have 


believed? have ye believed in vain? have ye not believed 


with ſuch an idle, lazy faith, that will do you no good, and 
will not ſave your ſouls? ſuch as St. James ſpeaks of, that 
is, without works of obedience and holineſs, and is not 


much better than the faith of devils ? O how deceived and 


diſappointed will many that are called Chriſtians be, that 
have believed no better! 


 Skcr. III. SgSIr-ExAMINATION DERIVED FROM THE 


Lok D's PRAYER, 


Ap have ye prayed any better than ye have believed? 
have not your prayers been as dead and empty and heartleſs 
as your belief? You ſay you believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty * But when did you go down upon your knees, and 
humbly and ſeriouſſy pray to your Almighty Father? 
when did you, and where did you ſolemnly and heartily 
honour and worſhip him, and pour out your ſouls before him? 
It may be you ſometimes ſay the Lord's Prayer, or hear it 
faid by others; but do you underſtand it? and does your 
underſtanding heart pray over the petitions and contents 
of that prayer? Are your hearts caſt into the mold of that 
prayer? Are they fitted and prepared according to the 
holy requeſts that are there made ? If not, how can you 
pretend to pray according to tit heavenly prayer? 'There- 


fore let every one examine himſelf, and his mind, and try 
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and ſce if that prayer, and the ſacred petitions of it, are 
written upon his heart. Conſider, and reflect thus: 

1. Our Father which art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
How little have I conſidered that God is father of the world, 
and particularly of mankind ; that we are the offspring of 
God, having been made in his holy likeneſs ! and that God 
is ſtill providing for and taking care of man! that he gives 
us our hfe, our breath, and our all! and that he is our 
Father by redemption too, having ſent his Sen to redeem 
and fave us! O how high and glorious is God, who dwell- 
eth in heaven? But how little do I think of his throne and 
holy habitation, when I come before him! how little do 
I think of his honour and his perfections, when I come to 
pray that his name may be hallowed ! how great is his 
name, and how preat things are ſignified thereby! his 

name ſurely ſignifies to us his greatneſs and majeſty, his 
attributes ard glories ! but how little have I been concerned 
fo: the name of God, or for any thing whereby he makes 
himſelf krown ! how little have I cared whether his name 
be known on earth or no? or whether his excellencies be 
made known to man or no! or whether his goſpel be ſpread 
in the world or no! Alas ! how hypocritically have I pray- 
ed, that his name ſhould be hollowed and ſanctiſied, when 
I have ſo little cared for his name, and honour, and glory 
Is it my heart's deſire that religion ſhould flouriſh, that 
men ſhould ſanctify God in their hearts, and make him their 
fear and their dread ? how elſe can I pretend to pray, 
Hallow ed be thy name] How little has my heart accompani- 
ed this petition |! . 

2. Thy kingdom come. Do I love God's kingdom ? and 
would I have it to come into the world ? ſurely where God 
reigns godlineſs muſt reign? And would I have god- 
lineſs to reign? Then how holy muſt our towns and 
countries be? "Then we muſt have more reading and 
_— than we have now; more and better pray- 
ing and ſinging of pſalms, than we have now: And ſtall I 
Hke. that? Am I not ready to think we have too much of 
that already? Have I not been ready to think we have too 
many Sabbaths, and faſt days, and thank igiving days already? 
and what ſhould we have if God's kingdom ſhould come? 
Surely this petition is little conſider'd. Can I neglect god- 
lineſs myſelf, and deſpiſe it in others, and yet pretend to pray, 
T by kingdom come! Am ] ready to wonder, what makes 
people be ſo ſtrict, and make fo much ado about religion, 
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end yet do I pray, Thy kingdom come? How holy muſt God's 


kingdom be? How holy muſt men be, when they are hearty - 


ſubjects to God? How holy will the kingdoms of this world 
be, when they are become the kingdoms of God and of 
his Chriſt! How holy will princes, and magiſtrates, and 
miniſters, and maſters of families then be? The kingdom of 
of God is religion and righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 17. And have I defired theſe things! 


Lord forgive me, that I have ſo often ignorantly and hy- 


pocritically mentioned this petition, arid that my heart has 
given my mouth the lie, when I have faid, Thy kingdom 
come . ; | 

3. Thy will be done in earth at it is in heaven, Alas! if 
I love not godlineſs and the kingdom of God, how can 1 


pray that God's will may be done on earth as it is done in 


Heaven? God's will is juft, and holy, and pure: God's 
will is, that we put away all fins, and luſts, and corruptions : 
God's will is, that we ſhould deny ail unge d ineſs, and world- 
2 and live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ent world, Tit. ii. 12. And have I deſired all this? O how 


much the contrary! How have I ſerved the will of the 


fleſh, and the will and humour of a ſinful world! How have 
I ſerved the will of the devil and of his company ! and 
how many more do I ſee do ſo too, that ſeem to run thro” 
this prayer with a deal of devotion! O the deceit and guile 


that lies in our hearts! How is the will of God done in 


heaven? It is done perfectly, joyful, conſtantly there. But 
how ready have I been to reſiſt and contradict his will? to 
reſiſt and refuſe the love and graciouſneſs of his will ? the 
holineſs and righteouſneſs of his will? the authority and 
Juſtice of his will? How ready to repine and murmur at 
his Providence? to rebel againſt all diſcoveries of his will? 
Lord, pardon, that I have not more loved and liked thy 
will! and that J have not more fincercly and uprightly 
prayed, T hy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

4. Give us this day our daily bread. And have I fought 
and looked for food and proviſion at God's hand? Havel 
not rather expected them from my money, from my parts 
and ſkill, and from my labour and induſtry in the world? 
But how little have I conſidered that my eſtate and money, 
my parts and ſkill, my health for labour and induſtry are 
all from God! He can curſe my eſtate and ſubſtance ; he 
can ſoon blaſt my parts, and health, and buſineſs, and 
foon turn me out of all, and deprive me of my daily 
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bread. All things depend on him and his pleaſure. The 
rich and the poor meet together in the world, and he is the 
maker of them both. If I have my daily bread, God can 
take away its nouriſhing virtue ; can take away my ſtomach, 
my taſte, my appetite, and digeſtion, ſo that neither food 
nor phylic ſhall do me any good; ſo that all my depen- 
dence mult be on God, every bleſſing muſt come from him, 
and muſt be ſought and craved from him. What need have 


I then to go to him every day, and beg the mercies and 


the bread of every day, and thereby own my daily neceſſi- 
ties, and my daily dependence and reliance on the God of 
my life; as well for bread to nouriſh my body, as for the 
bread of life to be my ſpiritual food, and nouriſh my 
ſoul ? | | 

5. And forgive us our treſpaſſe:, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us. Sin has made me indebted to God, in- 
debted to his holineſs, and juſtice, and righteous law; a 
debt I can never pay with ſafety and ſalvation; the wages 
of my fin is death, Rom. vi. 23.; everlaſting death, under 
the wrath and curſe of God. Wo to me for ever, if that 
debt ſhould be demanded of me, where ſhall I then be! 
J muſt be caſt into priſon and judgment, into the priſon of 
hell. I muſt ſeek and get a pardon and forgiveneſs or elſe 
J am undone, for there is no contending with God, no juſti- 
fying of myſelf before him. I muſt confeſs and bewail, 
and beg his pardon: and there are hopes of pardon, and 
room for the prayer of faith, ſince there is a mediator and 
peace-maker with him, a great and worthy advocate, even 
Jeſus Chrift the Rightecus, who ts a propitiation for our fins, 
1 Johnu. 1, 2. | 

Through him 1 go to God, and heg that for his fake 
he will blot out all my iniquities: And that I may be made 
meet to be pardoned by ham, I muſt put on a forgiving 
ſpirit towards others. And yet how little have I conſidered 
that in the putting up this prayer ? Row oft have I come 
before God with an uncharitable malicious heart, with 
envious and revengeful deſigns ? and yet had the impudence 
to pray, Forgive us, as we forgive our debtors: or, As ate 


forgive thoje that treſpaſs againſt us. O the guilt and deceit- 


fulneſs of the heart! the many hypocritical, lying prayers 
that are put up to God ! Lord, teach me to take heed to 
my ſpirit, and pray better. 

6. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 


evil ; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
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for ever and ever. Amen. O how little have I thought of 


the temptations of the world in which I live ! I have been 


ready to think it a good pleaſant world, rather than an en- 
ſnaring tempting one. Little have I conſider'd the tempta- 
tions of riches, or poverty, of trade and buſineſs, of every 
relation and condition of life: Yet how ſoon and how eaſily 
does every thing draw me from God, and my duty to him! 
Little have I thought of the tempting devil, that is con- 


tinually going about to enſnare, and deceive, and devour, 


1 Pet. v. 8. O how much evil is there in the world! evil 
of fin, and that provokes God; evil of ſorrow and puniſh- 
ment, that God inflicts for ſin. How much is there in mine 
heart, which God might deliver me up unto ! with what an 
humble, ſenſible heart then ſhould I come, and pray to God, 
not to lead me or deliver me into temptation ! (for my 
evil heart is ready to betray me into temptation :) And 


that he would fave me from my ſins, and from deſerved 


judgment; and that he would pleaſe to lead me to his heaven- 
ly kingdom. | 
And as I ſhould pray, ſo ſhould I praiſe God: I ſhould 
admire his greatneſs and goodneſs, ſhould bleſs his holy 
name for eyer and ever. But how little has this been the tem- 
per of my heart, the deſign of my mind, the buſineſs of my 
life; how much have I received from God! how little 
have I returned to him! how little lov'd him or thank'd 
him for what he has done for my Soul, or for my body! 
how ready ſhould I be to aſcribe to him the 4:»gdm, who 
is Lord of all; and the power, who orders, and manages, 
and diſpoſes all; and the g/ory, for whoſe ſake. and — 


ſure all things are, and were created and ordained ? 


Amen. 
Thus conſider what you have prayed, and how you have 
prayed; and how little you have prayed with the heart, 


and ſpirit, and underſtanding. And 1s this the praying that 


will pleaſe God, or will obtain any bleſſing from him, or do 
you any good! O the vain, looſe cuſtomary, heartleſs prayers, 
that are uſed before the holy God, and that in Chriſtian 
countries, by profeſſed Chriſtians, and under the words 
that the Lord Jeſus himſelf has taught! 
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Sger. IV. Ser v-ExaAMINATION DERIVED FROM THE 
5 Ton COMMANDMENTS. 


Ax b have you obſerved the will of God any better than 
you have pray 'd to him? If prayers ihould be- lived over 
how little have jou lived accor ang to your prayers ! what 
obedience has God had from you # Have ye thoucht on 
his commandments ? I lave ve thought on your ways, and 
turned your feet to his teſtimonies © the hnfulneſs and 
rebellion of mankind! That man, who was made in the 
image o God, ſhould be now unreconciled to God, and ta 
the law of God, and t» that ſanctiſied obedience that is due 
to God. 

Coms then, Chriſtians, call yourſelves to an account; 
conſider how you have minded the will and law of God ! 
Will you not obey him that made you ? fam that _— 
what is for your g -00d, and co: mmands you nothing but wha 
i for your peace z and happineſs 2 Is Gcd fo good, and wil 
you not love his hau! will you not love the way of life and 
joy | How good 15 "God. not to leave you in the dark con- 
cerning, his will, but to declare it fo freely and plaiyy in 
the bible, and to compre chend it briefly in ten ſhort com- 
mandments, that he that runs may re ad them, and ha that 
has a weak head may rem mber thee I'hey were ot Ad 
given to ſes by God, and by Myje: "_ church of the 
Jetus; and afterwards expounded and 3 ly Jeſus Chri # 
to his holy catholic church. Now try vom ſelves, our hearts 
and ways, according to theſe commandments, 

God ineaks them, tor he is the law-giver; and he en- 
forces the m by ſuch à preface as this, / am ihe Lord (rod, 


that brought thee out rf the land of E gypt, ext of ihe houſe of 


Bund: age. So he brc ught up his ancient poo Me che Jews 
or {jr aei:tes < b. was a hoaſe ot b. andage other Tere 
they wore neld 1a crae) ſtavery and mute Ty : So the - world 


; the devil 'S captiue. We are by ature heus of wrath 
= kei T* and deitru tion, LT li. 3 devil! iS Te; wy 0 
Tran uize OY . Sin mares us n. 4 7288 2:13} whe 11 
has done pays us our Warts. 11 death ing hell tut Cod 
viſited us in mercy, has feu us gon to redte mn us ftom the 
touſe of Bondage, ard to r£cover y3 £9 Heavy ©, d keavens 
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I; reſt. How worthy is the Lord, this Jehovah, to be my 

God! how jult it is I ſhonld chute him for my father, my 

Lord, and law-grver, my eternal . happineſs! how am I 

bound to love him, to ſerve him, and keep his command- 
ments! 

1. Thou ſpalt have no other gods before me. There can be 

; but one God, and he is all-ſafficient and almighty, able to 

make me eternally happy. Whom then ſhould I love and 

| ſerve, but him; to whom ſhould I pay homage, adoration, 

| worltup, prayers, and praiſes, but to him? to whom Huld 

| I reſign and devote, and dedicate myſelf, but to him? But | 

| O the atheum of my heart! Bow long have I bid the | 
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mighty depart from me] how long have I refuſed the 
knowledge of him and his ways ! how unwilline have I 
— Re . 2 
been to take him for my God, to love and honour him as 
| my God, to ſerve and glorify him as my God! O the 5 
Fake idolatry of my heart | how maoy idols have I ſet up there 5 
| in the room of my God! The world has been an idol, and | 
[472 has reigned there: My earthlineſs, my worldlineſs, and 
covetouſneſs is idolatry, Col. iti. 5. The fleſh has 
reigned there; the luſts of the fleſh have been my 
idols: They have been ſerved and pleaſed, while my | 
| God has not been ſerved, but has been diſpleaſed, and dit- 
| regarded. Sin has reign'd over this foul and this body, 
which ſhould have been preſented as a living ſacrifice to 
the living God. How much idolatry have J committed, | 
| even before God's face! he has ſtood by and look'd on, ; 
| while I forſfook him, and laid out my love, and affections, | 
| and defires, upon things diſpleaſing, and contrary to him. | 
| | how guilty am I of breaking his command, and unable to 
Bs ſtand before hum upon that account. | | 
| 4. Thou jhalt not make to thyſelf any grave image, or the 
likeneſs of any thing bat is in heaven abe or that it in the 
entth beneath, or in the water under the earth. T hou ſhalt not 
brew thyjelf datum to them, nor ſerve them ; for I he Lord thy | 
God amn a jealous God, wilting the iniquity of the fathers 1 pon | 
the chililren, unto the third and fourth generation of them that | 
hate me, and ſgeguing morey unto bt] of them that I:we | 
mne and keep my commandments. Does God declare himſelf 
jealous in this commandment ? What regard ought I to | 
have thereunto ! Shall I dare to provoke the Lord to | 
jealouſy ? Am I ſtronger than he? What care then ſhould | | 
have of the worſhip I preſent to him! Alas! why ſhould 
{ preſume to worſhip God according to my fancy and ima- 
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gination ? J am not ſo well acquainted with his natng? 
and his perfeCtiors, às to be fit to appoint a worſhip tor 
him. He is a ſpirit, and a God of light and holineſs, and ſo 
mult be worſhipped in ſpirit and in trutb, and with 4 holy 
heart. Zut what ordinances of worſhip wil! pleaſe him, he 
mult determine. He is a glorious. bourdlefs ipuit, of whom 
no image, no picture can be made. How vain and heinous 
then is the preſiunption of thoſe that pretend to worſhip 
him by images, pictures, fatues, and ſuch devices of their 
own ! That 1 may beware of their ccrruptions, how ready 
muſt I be to conſult the declared will i God | to conſult 
the practice of our Lord Jeſus, and his apoſtles, leſt 1 
Mould bri g iniquity upon my houle and family, and thould 
forfeir that mercy, that God keeps for the thouſands that 
love him, and obey his commandments, 

?. T7 H {alt mot fade the name of” te Lend thy Gd in 


. 


vir, for the Lord will! not bold him guiliteſs, that taketh bus 
wame in van. And how miſerable are they, whom God 
will not hold goildeſs ! whom he will condemn as gutiry 
at his judgment! And yet how Httle has this over-aw'd my 
heart, und drawn me to fear the great and dreadful name 
of the Lord my God! O how apt have 1 been to play and 
ſport with his name! how apt o cry out in the uſe of 
his name, to make certain appeals to him, in ſaying, O 
God! O Lr, O Chrift! Lord ſave me! Lord blejs ne 
without thinking on him, whoſe name I then uſed ! aug 
without pretending to pray ſeriooſſy to him at that time? 
how inconſiderate!y and irreverently do 1 mention his titles, 
his atyhutes, his words, and the names that ſiguify his 
perfFtions | how vainly do 1 ute his name, even when I 
profeſs to pray, and cry, Our Father, u hich art in henden 
how profanely have I twore hy his name? How Iile have 
remember d the greatnets and holineſs of that Searcher of 
hearts, to whom I ther appealed 2 O how much ſin hes 
upon us { How ignorantly, raſldy, falfcly, avd profanely, 
do men wear | Lord, pardon all this guilt, teach men to 
repent of it ! and teach me to honour, and tear, and love 
thy name, | 

4. Remember the Sabbath-day tn keep it holy. Six days thalt 
thou labour, and do all thy cbt; but the ſeventh day is the 
Saber of the Lord? ty G; 11 thou ſhalt ret 45 any 00% ; 
thou, ner thy jon, ner thy daughter, thy man-fervant, nor thy 
ma d-feruant, nr thy cattle, nor the flranger i hat is with: n 
ry gates, For in /ix dart the Lord made heaven and earth, 


28 ) 
the fea, and all that in them is, and refed the event day. 
BFeretare the Lord Heſiod the few enth Hay, and bullowed it. 
How holy ſhould all my time be ! it is given by God, and 
given for great and good works. How wilcly and gract- 
duſly has Cod divided my time! ſome is more immediate- 
for him and for my ſoul; ſome for my body and the 
affairs of this world : How iberal is God to allow me fix 
days for my worldly buſineſs ! and to take but one in ſeven 
to himſelf! how * ſhould I be to God, and Sade 2 
im lus own day ! and juſt and wiie for myſelf, in well 
pending the time that God hath given me But alas! 
Lord, how can I look back upon my paſt time and days, 
without grief and repentance ! how much dear and pre- 
cious time have I loſt: how much has been fpent in the 
ig norance and toily of childhood ! how much has been loft 
«it idleneſs, and games, and company-kee eping © ! how vale 
and good 1 is God's command, that fix days ] ſhould honeſt- 
ly work and labour! Had I followed this commandment 
and couniel, how much better had it been for me | Will 
God {orgive all the lazineſs, and negligence, and vanity 
cf my kfe? O my -{pent time, that can never be re- 
covered! O the happy, N days that 1 have loſt and 

an never regain Ho ſwift is tinte, and how much work 
have I for it all! how ſhall ] want it when 1 come to die! 
Mey TI learn to value it more, eſpecially the day and time 
that God has ordained for himſelf, and for the good of 
touls. 

But, alas ' how ready have I been to profane, the Lord” 
day, and ty ipenc it in idleneſs, or worldly buſineis, or 
Vain yilats, and mirth, and char! "ak little hath God 
been ferv'd on that day, or my fou | benefit d by it! How 
many abba ths have 1 loft, which will be put down to my 
account! how little good have I gain'd by them all! how 
urls 10 i love God, and how little thank him and praiſe 
tim for creation and redemption, ance ! am ſo er weary 
of that day that is fe! apart to remember both may I 
Tore thankfully remember the Lord Jeſus, and i reſur- 
retion, and ſo more glodly and holy obſerve the Lord's. 
day, and take care that all my family, and all within my 
oye . ou) 4 {er that day nets: or the Lu xd, 

Hons ir thy father and thy 1. 201k era 47 bet thy days may hs 
15 in ite land wh: <> the N, thy God 2 Vern thee. Ard 18 
not life defirable i how good is God to pad pron ies to 
our duty, and to add che promiics of the lit that now is, 
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as well as that which is to come? But little has this pro- 
mile prevail 'd with me to keep this commandment :; un- 
dutifulnaſs is natural to me : this pride of my heart makes 
me detpiſe my ſuperiors. O the power of fin, that makes 
us ſtubborn and ungrateful, even to natural parents, to 
father and mother | No wonder then, we are conteinptuous 

and diſreſpectful to other ſuperiors and governors eicher in 
church or ſtate. How excellent is relative duty to thoſe we 
Rand related to, whether ſuperiors, 1nftenors, or q. als : 

may ] learn it better, ard bring my heart to the obſervance 
of this neceiſlary command, 

6. Theu Halt nt kill. One would think this were. an 
ealy comman: ment. Who can think of murdering a man! 
But whether would the navghtineſs of my heart carry 
me u hat's the canin 8 of thoſe pati.ons that are fo apt 
to ariſe there? what would be the iſſue of anger, and 
malice, and envy, and hatred, if they were not lexjorabty 
ffopt ? how m wy m arders are committed thro? ſuch palions 
a3 theſe ! may ] look after my own heart, and mortify all 
ſuch corrupuops ! but Rave | not wi unde d, murdered ny 
own ul! how oft do 1 run into in, and fo into eternal 
deat}! now little have 1 cared for the lite, and peace, and 
ſalvation of my 0 | Have I not allo been purity of mur- 
dering other men's fouls ? ready to draw them to the ſame 
ſin and deitruction? ready to hinder then: from repenting 
and turning unto Cod? Nay more, have not my fins mus 
dered Chriſt, xd even crucitied him atrefh ?- Ihe! ord 
ſave me from the guilt of ſelf-raurdec, and of foul- 
mu! der. 

Thaw fbalt net commit adalter . But alas, how unclean 
18 ts heart! and our Lord fays, adulter may be coil mitted 
there. Uncleau thoughts, and wiſhes, and duſires, are adul- 
tery before God, Mat. v. 27, 28. How much fornication 
and adultery then is committed, that the world docs not 
know of How addicted is youth, eſpecially, to unelean, 
unchaſte cthouphrs, words, geſtures actions, ſor go, and ſigus 
of luſt! How much iniquity lies upon us throagh the breach 
of this commandment how many are the Juits 2nd vile 
affections of the foul! And who then can ſtand before the 
heart. ſearching God. 

8. Thou ſhalt uot ſteal, Neither from God nor from un. 
But how * is it to be illing to give all their ducs! We 
are ready to rob Gd of his honour and time, and hat he 
jaltly expects and demands from us, Ard hoy, — emp- 
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tations entice us to ſecret fraugs, and thefts, and cozenage 
How many deceits are uſed in trade l falſe wares and goods 
arc put off inſtead of right and true ? How much guilt 35 
there in weights, meaſures, balances, and modes of trade 
how much engroſſing to impoſe upon the public | how 
muck ſcrewing and vinching poor men in their wages and 
hire, n order to get their labour and work for little or no- 
thing! how many ways are there of breaking this com- 
mandment ! | may not forget the apoitle's admonition, whe 
lays, Let no mun go beyond | or over-reach}] or defrayd his 
brother in any matter, becauſe the Lord is the auenger of all 
ach; as aut have for warn d you and teſtified 5 1 Vheit. iv. G. 
. Thou. ſhalt not bear falſe witnels againſt thy neighbor, 
Ho juit a law is this? How unjuſt is it for me to take 
away another's good name? his intereſt, his alefulnels . 
his trade and hvelihood may depend upon his good name; 
must therefore beware, that by whiſpering, backbiting, 
or open reproaches. and railing, I do not ſpoil! my ela 
bour's reputation and fame; eipecially if I arn call'd betore 
the magiſtrate to bear witneſs, 1 muſt be very cautious : as 
I maſt, confeſs the crunes that J have ſeen committed, be- 
Cauſe the public good requires it, fo ! nuſt dread. to jay any 
thing falſe againſt my neighbour then, for then I may bring 
tis eftate, his family, his life into danger, and commit many 

Ans in one. 
10. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's hauje, thou halt 
nat ver thy neighbour's wife, nur his man-ſervant, nur bis 


maid ferwants nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor any thing thet is thy 


neighbour's, © I could keep thiscomumandment, how eaſily 
would all the reit be kept If the deſires of my heart were all 
regular, and uit and good, how ready ſhould I be tor all obe- 
dience! But uuruly luſts and aifections poſſeſs my ſoul, the 
couſtant effects and fruit of original corruption and indwel- 
ling fin! This makes me repine at the Providence. and 
dxipoſuls of God; makes me diſquieted and diſcontemed 
with. the lot and condition that God aſſigns me; makes 
me imagine that other folks fate and condition is better 
than mine; and then I am prompted to covet their houſe, 
ar their lands, their wealth, and cattle, and goods; and 
this is an inlet to abundance of other fins. May 1 ſce the 
corruption of my nature, and lament it before God ! what 
need is chere of the conſtaut practice of {elf-demial and ſub- 
mithon to the juſt will of God ! How ſhould I Rudy con- 
romament with my own portion and lot in the workd ; and 


3 
not contentment. only, but thanifalneſs too! How much 
have I monc chan chers! and how good has God been to 
ime all 1157 days! how many ſnares and :emptations have 1 
been deliver'd from, and how many may I be delver'd 
from, it I covid but be content, and fee the goodne ſs of Gad ! 
a they that cover to be * ch, faul 710 Gi Vers FAUGrE and 
mijcinefs, and pierce thempelves thro” with many forroxws ? 
t Tim. vi. 9, 10. Lord incline my heart 19 thy teitrmenie:, und 
wot 19 "ovetouſn: ſr, Pſalm cxix. 6. And bawing ſfaud and 
raiment, let me learn therewith t9 be content : for godiineſi 
QU, 2 cue ment iS 25 eau? £47 1 Tim. V1. 55 8. 

Hus examine thine heart and ways by God's precepts. 
— Poor ſinners, compare yourſelves, your con!ciences ard 
practices with the law of God! ard then you will fee that 
God is holy, and his law is Holy, juit and good, but you 
are ready o drin iniquity lite water ; You will fee how 
unable you are to keep this good and perſect law, how 
inclin'd and prone vou orc to break it in thought, we rd, and 
deed : You will then ice, now unable you are to ſtand be- 
fore God, upon the accuunt cf fin and rebcilion againſt 
him: You will fee, that there is no room ta expechor hope 
to be juſtifv'd by the law; there can be no appeal to that 
for trial of your mnoccuce, obedience and righieouſneis 
before God: f God fhould try you for life by the rule of 
his law, you are lo!t for erer; me law will condemn you; 
every commandinent will pionounce you gwity : The 
chreatering curſes You; for cus cui if £UVEery ont that continue 
nor in all. things that, are written in tt 2004 of this law to dn 
them, Gal. nt. 10. 4% that keepeth the whole law, and yet 
offendeih in one point, He is guilty of ali, Jam. ii. 10. 

You will then {ee the need and uſe of the goſpel, which 
15 to bring in another way ot jaltification and life : you 
will fee the necd and the uſe that there is of the Lord Jclus, 
who 7s the "nd "f the law / 0 life 44 77 bteauneſe, 70 enn 
shut believe : Rom. x. 4. You ui fee the reaſon and uſe 
of faith in Chnilt, whereby you are to receive, ud embrace, 
and accept the Lord Jeu tor, your Redec mer and Saviour. 
for the Lord your Righ iteouſnels, to free you from the carte 
and condemnation of the law, and to be the ground of your 
reconciliation, Acceptance, Pegce and Lite with God. if 
out of a pure ad penitent heart, you have futh in him, 
and an nnteigned liking of him, and confens that he ſhovid 
be yours, and you his, his blood will cleanſe you from all 
in, and give you la vour and friendihu p- and joy with God, 
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SECT, V. InQUIRIES RELATING TO THE GOSPEL 
or CHRIST. 


Why, then, will you not come to the Lord Jeſus, that you 
may have life in him, and by him? The eternal God has 
committed the diſtribution a d beftowance of eternal lite to 
him, and hath borne this record, That wholoever hach the 
Son, (the Lord Chriſt, the Son of God ) hath, and fall 
have everlaſting lite : Why is he ſo deſpiſed and diſregarded 
in the world? He came from heaven to teach us the way 
thither, and to that eternal life: He was ſacrificed and 
{tain to ſave us from fin and death, and procure tor us 
eternal life: He rot again from the dead, to thew us that 
there ſhall be a reſärrecti on, and an entrance into eternal 
ko: He 1s aſcended and gone into heaven, to teil us where 
eternal life is; and to aſſure us, that in following him we 
ſhall allo aſcend into eternal life: He ſent down his Spirit, 


to enable his avoRties and miniſters to Þ! cach about the 


world eternal lite: He has. brought ſiſe and immortality 
(eternal life) to light and view by ni, heavenly goſpel: 

e continvally gives his Spirit to ſanctit nad prepare laws 
for eternal life: le means to come agg 1 from heaven, to 
beſtow upon his few faithful ſervants et _ life: He has 
prov'd to the hs bay God has {o 101d vs, that he has 
ven 1 his only de 1 wy that wwh3foeroer believes on (im 
thnuid mot periſo, 2 . weria/ting lite: John MM. 18. 
And, yet poor, ſinning, pen g mortals, will not come 
tohim for life; will not admire, and 1 'aluc, and ſet eternal 
life; will not take the mears and methods that lead to 
eternal life: will not walk in that appointed, holy way, that 
will bring them to eternal life: will refolvedly prefer the 
vain things of this world, and the pleatures of fin, before the 
10/5 of heaven and eternal life, 

And now, men, and brethren, and fathers, what ſhall we 
fay to theſe things? "Vhat ſhali we fay to you that are 10 
oth 0 enter into life? Pray conſider, what would you 
have God do, or the Lord Jeſus do, or the Holy Ghoſt do, 


or miuiſters do for you? 


1. What would you have God do more than he has 


done? He has brought eternal hfe down to your doors ; 


offers it to your minds and hearts, and acceptance, but you 

will have none of bim, and none of x. Wi at ſhall he do 

now? Shall he take away your bibles, your miniſters, your 
i 


* 
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light, your helps towards heaven? Shall he leave you as 
much without bibles, and ſabbaths, and ſermons, as the 
Turks and Heathens, and wild Indians ? what will you do 
then? If few are ſaved now, certainly fewer will be ſaved 
chen: or if God leaves you the bible and his ordinances, 
may he not juſtly ſay, you ſhall have eyes, and not fee ; 
ears, and not hear; hearts, but not underſtand aud condi. 
der ? May he not now ſay, You thall not be converted, nor 
healed, nor pardoned, but marked out for eternal deſtrue- 
tion and damnation ? Alas, my brethren, will you provoke 
God again to repent that he made men on the carth ? 
and will you grieve him at the heart ? Shall he repent that 
he has made you, and formed and fathioned you with ſo 
curious a body, and fo noble a foul, which you ute only ta 
{in aguinſt him, and provoke him to his face | Wonld you 
have God repent that he ſent his Son to {ave you, and 
thaw you the way to eternal lic ? O how dreadful will be 
ge iſtue of your continually offending him, and deſpiſiug 
tus gocdneſs, and mercy, and love. 

2. V hat would you have the Lord Jeſus do, more than 
he has done already? would you have him bleed and die 
again? would you have him wounced and bruiſed for you 
again? If he thould be ſerved {© r it will do yon no 
more good than his lat forrows and fafferngs have dore z 
you would continue the fame unkind, vntoward, unthanc- 
ful fools, as you are now. And do you think all your folly, 
and luſts, and fin i: not diipleafing and grievous to him? 
Do vou think he is not well acquainted with all vour un- 
kindneſs and undutiſulneſs, with all your contradiction to 
him, and to his love and blood? No thanks to you, if he 
15 not wounded with grief, aud broken in heart. Do you 
think it he was on earth! in the condition that once he was, 
that he would not mourn and weep over you, as once he 
did over hard-hearted Jeruſalem, when he crted out. O 
that thou hadft but known, in this thy day, tr tings that 
belorg to thy peace! Lu now h are bid from thing eves P 
Luke xix. 41, 42. Will you do nothing but grieve and 
offend the good and gracious Saviour t will he do tor 
vou when he comes again ? will he not /augh a7 your calamity, 
fad mock I hen your fea aneh? Prav. . 26. will he not 
certainly execute the terrible julgments upon you that you 
are wilfully deſerving at his hand * 

3. What would you have the Hely Ghof do? How long 


fall he he grieved and vexed by your unbelicf and hard- 
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nels of heart? would you have him turn to be your enemy? 
would you have him! leave you, and deliver you up to your 
own hearts* laſts ? Alas! what will become of vou then? 
You will foon run into all ungodn meſs, till you hve ſinned 
yourſelves into hell. How eail! ly can he open your con- 
iciences, and ſet your ſin in all their hemous -olours before 
your faces, till you have no reſt, night nor day! till you 
chuſe ſtrang, ung and death rather than life ! and till you 
taſte that confuſion and deſpair, that is the beguming of 
eternal torments, 


4. What wo ld you have poor miniſters do? would you 


have them gy on in their work, or leave it of? If you 


would have them leave it off, how can they for piry ? Even 
for pity to your p poor periſhing ſon's ? It was pity and com- 
paſſion that made many of them undertake the work : It 
piticd them, to ſee ſuch numbers about them he dead in 
8 and fir. ; It pitied them to fee fo many ignorant, 
uhh, cnreleſ: Wule, veglectin ng God and their 6 rent ſal- 

vation: Such pity as chis brought them into the ſervice, 
ard made them willing to try by all means to ſave {ome : 
And now muſt they all leave off the work that they have 
begun ? Shall there be None to Pe ak for God, and for 
Chriſt, and for heaven, and holineſs ? Muſt nynifters believe 
and yet nor ſpeak ? Malt as * believe the word of God? 
Relieve there is a heaven and hell, and eternal judgment, 
and yet have never a word to iy to poor ſinners, to warn 
them, or counſel or perſuade them to lay hold on eternal 
life ? 

Or would you have them go on? But how ſhall they be 
able, when they ſce no good done by their work? Your 
unbelef and unprofe: bleneſs ſpoils all. And will you breat: 
their hearts ? WW; at wrong have they done you, that you 
make them look fad and melancholy, and drooping trom 
day to day? Alas, little do you know the grief chat you 
cauſe to good zninifters ! You make them ready to throw 
away their work, ready to accuſe themſelves for venturing 
upon it, and reudy ſometime? to accuſe the providence of 
God for laying it upon them: And yet would you have 
them go on? O eruel friends | how can we go on with 2 
ſad fpirit, and a pained heart, from week to week ? O crucl 
brethren ' that will not be converted by us! that will not 
be perſuaded: by us to turn, and hve and ſerve the ling 
God! Time was when miniſters had their joy and plen ure 
in the ſueceſs of their labours, in the converſion and edi- 
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fication of ſouls : But now we muſt fit ſorrou ful and diſeon- 
tented ? a will not be gathered; the ſinners 0! mankind 
will not return and be ſaved. 

Ak ! dear ſouls ! how ſhall I beſpeak you. How ſill 
J mate any impreſſion on you ? Are you reſolved you wall 
not read this book:; or if you do, that you will not tlunk 
on it, or regard it? No wonder ye will not, fince you will 
not mand nor regard the word of God: How thall man, a 
little ſinful duſt, expect to be heard, when the eternal God 
may not be heard? Bat how then thall I mourn over you ? 
Will weemng for you do any good. I hope I ſhould then be 
willing to weep tears of hlood for you, if they would but 
help you to heaven and to eternal life. But alas! the Savi- 
our has wept over and over, and ye wil not hear : he has 
ſweat drops of bloud trickling down to the ground, and ye 
will not hear: he has poured out his tout u 0 death, and 
yet ye will not ſo hear and ſte that ye may live. 

Now, Sirs, what do you think of theſe things ? Will ye 
not ariſe now, and go to your heavenly Father! Will ye 
not bethink yourſelve ; of living beiter, and pending: your 
time better for the arc this book can do but little 
wands it, but books enouph there are in the world, 0 
might be bleſſings to your {foals : Happy 15 our land in ftore 
of good and pious books ! How diligent and labortous have 
abundance of God's ſaints and ſervants been, in me ditating 
and writing books for us, and for the good of our fouls ! 
What nation under heaven can compare with us for multi- 
rude and variety of found, ſw cet, heavenly, practical dl. 
courſes ? And is it not fad that they ſhould not be made 
uſe of? As many as they are, do 2 not want one more to 
invite and perſuade ye to peruſe thoſe that are already 

written? T ate up a. 14 real, ſuid the voice to St. Auſtin i. the 
poor ry O !earn to get more alone, and converſe with a 
tearching, quickening, edi ſy ing book ? How much time is 
tpc nt in vanity, trifling, and fin ! How much time 15 ſpent 
in taverns, in Achoules, coffeechouſes, 1npertinent wißts, 
idle games, and fports, that might be much better ſpent in 
a chamber, in a cloſet, with ea good ſerious book! A 

20d book would help you to know God better, and to 
underft:md his word better; it would belp you to know 
more of Chriſt, and heaven, and eterns! life : It would k. lp 
you to know more of yourſelves and your bns. more of 
your hearts and ways, more of God's commands and vour 
duty to him: It would teach you to love God and man, 
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to overcome the world, and live by faith. It vonld teach 
vou to hear better, and pray berter, to be hoty in all con- 0 
veriation, and to be better prepared for death aud judg- 
ment. How: hve good men ſtudied, and - laboured, and 
wrote, that they might do ſomething ta fave your fouls ? | 
And (hall all their labours be loſt ? "they would fain have 
vod come to the fame heaven and happineſs to which they 
are gone. Ard will you unkindly refuſe all their help and 
labour of love! Ah poor fouls, what wil! become of y 
at laſt Flow many helps, and means, and aids have you 
to give an account of, at the great, the laſi day of the 
world! How many holy lives of God's ſaints and ſervants 
have you ſeen, which ſibuld have quickened and encouraged 
you i the way to heaven! How much time and labour have 
they {pent for you! How many great and holy, good and 
profitable works have they left behind them, by which 
they till ſpeak to yon, and preach to you, and give warn- 
ing and. counſel, and direction to you! hear them i you 
will not hear us; hear the dead, if you will not hear the 
living. With what voice and language wouldthey ſpeak to 
you, were they to come again from the dead f how earneſt 
would they be with you to eſcape thoſe ſſames that they 
have eſcaped, and to enter into thoſe joys into which they 
are entered! Wheat deſcriptions could they repreſent of 
the love of God, the grace of Chriſt, and the glories of 
the bleſſed! But they muſt not: You muſt Jearn to live- 
by faith as they did, and to truſt the word and truth of 
God, as they did: You muſt /oliowy them, 940 thre” Vata 
end patience, inherit the promijes, Heb. vi. 12. 
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THE END, 


